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latter, as Exactions and Extortions. 
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Yu generous friends to bois ! who hear | 
not unmoved the Piercing cries of diſtreſs, or 
the ſufferings of the numerous poor, from the 
tyrannical hands of lawleſs power; who ſee 
| thoſe of your fellow-creatures, whom Prov1- 
' DENCE has placed in the inferior ſtations of life, 


toil, and ſweat, and groan, and bleed to procure _ 


delicacies and luxuries for the enjoyment of the 
great and wealthy; lend me your attention. I 


ſing not the fabled woes of royalty or love to a. 
| weeping audience; to an audience that would 


laugh at real diſtreſs; but I have a ſcene to 


paint, a tale to tell, drawn from the life. I have 


a tale to tell, that though highly affecting and 
melancholy, in ſome reſpects, is in others in- 
ſtructive and entertaining; and as it may be pro- 
ductive of noble effects, by exciting a ſpirit of 
indignation againſt much-abuſed authority, and 
calling forth public-ſpirited citizens, who are of 


congenial ſouls with the perſon I write of, to 
unite in a virtuous oppoſition to the demands of 
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power without right I repeat the Sed, auch | 
tyranny may threat and magiſtracy ſtand aghaſt 
Do unite in a virtuous oppoſition 2 the demands of 
polver' withodt Fight Lon theſe accounts} it world 
be imprudent, it would he do to ſit a ſilent 
ſpectator of the wrongs inflicted by a few haugh- 
ty deſpots, "on the numberleſs objects of their 
vengeance. It would be criminal to ſuppreſs a 
narrative, in which every. individual 1 in the ki 9 95 | 
dom 8 highly intereſted. Indeed, 1 1 know of no 
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bf ible caſę, that can more. immediately ase 
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W £y ery . Berg every / wiſe . —4 2 
well knows; and the caſe [ have. to relate 
though. It happened in UToria—affets the Fiſh- 
eries of Ireland in the moſt. ſenſible Manner, 
The Fiſheries, however it may appear, on a ſu- 
perficial view, in no fmall, degree regulate the b 
price of all kinds of proviſions ;.. for all. proviſi- 
ons, like all the links of a great chain, hang and 
en on ach other. As fiſh 1 is the ms com- 
teous Serge or | Narbar, the Six sss OF ALL 
GOOD Girrs, has, in inexhauſtible profuſion; 
: ſent them to our very doors; e ſhould be cau- 
tous not to ſuffer ſo great, ſo munificent a pre- 
fent, to be rejected, or abufed, We ſhould pre- 
vent its being perverted into a bans.) inſtead, of, 
4 \Hefing.” We ſhould PE FR 1ts being loaded 

with 


\ / 
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ag deren impoſe beyond what hel a com 
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23 


wy ry 2 and; hg go ; with impoſts 
and taxes, that are neither founded on equity, 
nor authorized by the legillature. If any man, 
or ber of men, however high in power, or great 
in opulence, however dignified with titles, or 
cloathed with the enſigas of authority, will de- 
mand and receive taxes, not granted by Parlia- 
ment; ſuch man, or ſet of men, violates the 
conſtitution, and ought 1 to be reliſted,” To levy 
money on the ſubject; without authority of Par- 
liament, brought a; Monarch to the block; and 
to levy money from the members of any calling 8 
or profeſſion, under the appellation of tax, tythe, 

cuſtom, or impoſt, however warranted by the 
bye-laws of a corporation, or founded on pre- 
ſeription, is an offence of the higheſt magnitude, 
and deſerving of the ſevereſt puniſhment. A cor- 
poration, it is true, may make laws for the re- 
gulation of its own body; and thoſe laws are 
binding on its members, if they are not repug- 
nant to the conſtitution and the laws of the land, 
and if they are previouſly approved by the Lord 
Chancellor and Judges: But laws, made by a 
corporation to levy money, under any name or 
title whatever, are in their very nature null 
void. Laws of this kind are an infringement © 
*« | 


„„ 

the rights of Parliament. Parliament alone can 

tax the people. Parliament alone is competent 

to judge of the commodity proper to be taxed, S 
to what extent it ought to be taxed, ahd how + 
long the tax ſhall continue. Parliament cannot 

delegate to a corporation, A right to tax the pub- 

lic. That right! is incommunicable. Parliament 

itſelf is but a delegated body; and Members of 
Parliament, forming an aggregate or collective 
body, and being but truſtees for the public, can- 

not aſſign over thoſe rights they derive from the 

people. I repeat therefore my former aſſertion, 
that any tax, whether called cuſtom, toll, tri- 
bute, impoſt, due, demand, tythe, or what is its 
right name, Impaſition, that is put on any com- 
modity, by a corporate body, without authority 

of Parliament, is illegal, unjuſt, and ought not 

to be paid. Iwill go farther. 1 will dare to aſ- 

ſert, that all thoſe who impoſe, who collect, and 
Who pay ſuch tax are alike reprehenſible. The 
one party betray the truſt repoſed in them; and 

the other give up their bi thright, 89 Wen 

to ſnameful extortions. | 


\ Tavs adi 8 to obſerve by 
way of exordium. My remarks are of a general 
nature, and ought not to give offence to indivi- 
Wals. It guilt, and if folly will, however, apply 
them to themielves, they are heartily welcome. 
| eo It 
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11 would be a pity, if a cap with bells, 8 
thrown into a room crowded with company, and 
one perſon in particular ſtarting up, and putting 
it on his own fool's head, ſhould exclaim, . « This 
« cap is mine; it fits me wondrous well; x Al 

would be a | pity, 1 ſay, to deprive him of i | „ 


I PROCEED now to my narrative; after oy 
premiſing, that for the better underſtanding it, 
I have thought it neceſſary, in ſpeaking of the 
ſeveral officers and offices in Uror i, to deſcribe 
and place them in 9674, ee e view with thoſe : 
in Ireland they moſt nearly reſemble. l 
Without doing this the mere Eng liſb reader 

. would be at a loſs to know the meaning ef many | 


paſſages that are eſſentially * in the com- g 
6-46 of this true e 810 


61 \ 
#3 ia? 


IN the kingdom of UrorfA, and metropolis 
of the ſame name (a City about the ſize of Dub- 
lin, and not unlike it in the nature of its govern- 
ment by a Lord Mayor and Corporation; but 

more nearly reſembling it in its grievances, nui- 
ances, and exa#tions, which are every day com- 
plained of, but never, never attended to, or re- 
moved) there lived an honeſt Fiſhmonger, called 
Nicol As, who had been for many years own- 
er of ſome fiſhing boats, that were daily employ- 
ed in conveying fiſh, caught on the different 
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lx VUrorna, it ene ef c * 6; 
brought to toun, was ſubject to a toll, or = 
tom, to the Prætorian Body (anfwering, to IB 
1 eee by. erſons appolnted by'7 ” 
the Prætor, (or Lord-Mayor, or Lord for a yenn,) 
at different toll-houſes, at the entranct of te 
Cit. This toll, or cuſtom; was conſtantly: ſub- 
mitted to, and paid by Nic hol As, and others of 


his calling being touted,” for augtit fie knew, 


on juſtice. But, as all authority Is liab ble to 


4144898. — 


abuſe, tlie perſons WO pry under the Pray, 10 


—— 2 


Or Lord for or 4 year, extorted ſuns « of. Money) x; EN 


clufive of this toll, or cuſtom, from the, — 
. who brought their fiſh. cars to the: market gale: 
and moſt exorbitant they - were, being no leſs 
than one ſbilling for every car· load of eels! nc 
ſalmon, and fix-pence for every, load of other fiſh; 
though the City Docket mentions; that to- pence 
er ſhall be paid at the toll-houſe; and fays 
not a e word about paying a cuſtoms at 
the 


— 


| 1 


the market gate. Now, conſidering the e 
quantity of fiſh brought to that great Metropo- 
lis, the money exacted by this ſecond tan amount- 
ed to a very large annual ſum. Theſe extor- 
tions were ſometimes demanded under the plau- 
ſible name of cuſtoms, and at other times under 
that of tythes. The City officers demanded alſo 
a weekly rent from every perſon that ſold fiſh 
in the market. The exact ſum I cannot now 
recolle&, but am pretty confident it was above 


fix times more than they were legally entitled to 
by the City ITY; or Docket. 


Now NicuoL as, being a man of ſpirit, (and, 
though not having the advantage of a liberal 
education, poſſeſſing a large ſhare of what is 
_ _ uſually termed mother wit) determined not 40 
fit down tamely, and acquieſce inconſiderately, 
with the many demands made on hi m, and which 
greatly enhanced the prices of the commodities ; 
he dealt in; as the higher and oftner any kind 
of proviſions is taxed, the dearer muſt it come 
at laſt to the purchaſer : He therefore waited on 
the moſt eminent counſel in the City, to know 
whether ſuch demands for cuſtoms and tythes 
were legal, or whether they were mere impo- 
fitions and extortions practiſed by the officers, to 
augment the City revenues, or fill their own 
Kong The counſel (no leſs than three of 

3 £ whom 


—_ 


| 
: 
} 
} 
y 
. 
} 
| 
1 
F 
J 
1 
4 
f 
] 
4 
3 
; ; 


L | 10 ] 


ih whom were at the head of their profeſſion) aſ- 
fſured him, they were firmly perſuaded, that 
the demands made on him were illegal; that 


they were manifeſt, were ſhameful exiortions ; 


« that as to fiſh brought to the F iſh-Market to 


« be ſold, for which duty. or cuſtom has been 
paid at the gates of the City, ſuch fiſh muſt 
be conſidered as exempt and diſcharged from 
any other duty in the market-place ; for the 
duties paid at the gates muſt be looked on 
« as paid in conſideration of the market; and 
« that as ſoon as the fiſh paſſes the gate, it 
“ muſt be looked upon as entering the market. 
*« 'The beſt method of bringing the right to a 
<« legal determination is by refuſing payment, 
and in caſe of a eine, to bring an ac- 
4h tion.“ | 

O receiving this advice, Nicholas determin- 
ed on the part he had to act; and therefore, on 
being again applied to by the officers, he reſo- 
lutely refuſed complying with their demands, 
which he told them, he was adviſed were il- 


legal. 


In. conſequence of this, in March, 1768 
for it was ſo long ago that he firſt began to op- 
pole ILLEGAL PoWER—he was ſummoned to the 
City Forum (anſwering to our Court of Conſci- 


5 ence) 


ence) by a fellow, who ſaid he had an autho- 
rity from a certain Baron and the City, to re- 
ceive the cuſtoms, and rents, as he termed 
them, of the Fiſh- Market: And a warrant be- 
Ing granted by the preſiding Magiſtrate of this 
unconſcientious Court, poor Nic hol. as was oblig- 
ed to pay the ſum of ten ſhillings and three 
pence halfpenny, though convinced 1t was in 
his own W 


Ix December following he was treated in 
the ſame manner. He was again ſummoned, 
and a warrant iſſued againſt him; and on his re- 
fuſing to pay the ſum awarded, was ſent to 
priſon, and detained there till be had pail the 
EAA farthing. 7 


 WisnixG to diſcover on what authority theſe 
ſums were demanded and enforced, he applied 
at the proper office for a Docket, or Schedule, 
of the tolls and cuſtoms of the City ; ; which, it 
ſeems, is a printed liſt of them, publiſhed by 
the direction of the Prætorian Body, or Corpo- 
ration; but the officer, knowing for what uſe 
it was wanted, and that a peruſal of it would 
immediately diſcover the illegality of any /e- 
cond tax at the Fiſh-Market, refuſed it. Nicho- 
Las, therefore, applied for, and procured one 


elſewhere ; and took the opinion of two very 
| B 2 learned 
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learned ſages in the law, at UroplA—ſages, 
that were in as great repute there, for legal 


knowledge, as counſellors JOHN FIYZGIB- 
BON and STEPHEN RATCLIFFE are here— 


whether the Prætorian Body had any right to 


the additional duties they had obliged him to 


pay ? Both theſe ſound lawyers gave it as their 
opinion, That the proceedings of the perſons 
te claiming thoſe tolls were illegal; that they 
« had no legal right to the tolls themſelves ; 
e that the tolls paid at the City gates were in 


full for all duties laid on the fiſh brought to 
« the market; that any ſecond or third tax 


laid on fiſh, under the name of cuftoms or 
„ tythes, when they were brought to the Fiſh- 
« Market, were abſolute impoſitions and extor- 
* tions; and that ſuch unjuſt demands and ad- 
« ditional duties ought by no means to be 
c paid.“ 


THzsE opinions, from ſuch high authority, 
and ſo conſonant to thoſe NIcHOLAS had be- 
fore taken, induced him to ſummon the perſon 
who had before ſummoned and arreſted him, 
for a re-hearing of the cauſe ; when that per- 
ſon was called upon to produce the title or au- 
thority, under which he alledged to have been 
empowered; but none ſuch could he, or did 
he produce, or ow any kind of legal right 


the 


8-1] 


the Prætorian Body had to levy: the cuſtoms 


and tythes they had extorted. Could he have 


produced the leaſt. ſhadow of authority for his 
conduct, we may be. ſure he would have done 
it. The conteſt would then have been at an 
end. The counſel now again recommended to 
NIchol As, not to pay any hy hes or cuſtoms in 
future; and adviſed him to diſſuade all others 
who brought fiſh to market, from paying any 
more than the follb at the entrance of the City, 
| n all che tax che * were OED to. 

No gen . it nk was mba on 
hn either for cuſtom, tythe, or rent till Octo- 
ber, 1773, when he was proceſſed to the Areo- 

pagus (a Court ſimilar to our Civil Bill Court), 
for near ten pounds, alledged to be due from 
him for rent of his ſtanding in the market; but 
no demand was then made for cuſtom or tythe ; 
apparently, from a conviction how little the 
Prætorian Body, or Corporation, was legally « en- 
| titled to it. 8 Us 


NicyoLas took defence to the proceſs, em- 
ploying a learned counſellor to defend his cauſe ; 
who, with abilities reſembling thoſe of our CAL- 
BECK, proved to the ſatisfaction of the court, 
that the Prætorian Body had no fort of right 
or title to the ſum demanded for rent of the 
ſtanding. 
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ſtanding. Aſter a full hearing Arete e thi 
«Jar was inne on he merits, de coſts: 

"TO was a 0 Wade ben over 
the Prætorian Body.—Eminent counſel, nay the 
Court of Areopagus, in which preſided a learn- 
ed judge—a judge, not inferior to a BRAD- 


STREET !—decided in favour of NIchol As, 


againſt the unjuſt, the unfounded claims of his 


adverſories. Who now would not have thought 
that all his troubles were at an end? Who 


would not imagine, that the Prætorian Body 
would have had the modeſty to acquieſce in the 
upright deciſion of the court? Who would ſur- 
miſe that; arraigning the integrity and wiſdom 


of the Judge, they would diſpute his judgment; 


and, ſtill perſevering i in the paths of 1 
continue their vexatious claims: ? ; | 


Fon ſome time indeed, NIcHOl As had a re- 


ſpite ; while thoſe' 'of his own buſineſs, who had 
ſat ſilent ſpectators of the affair, were ſtill ex- 


poſed to the extortions he had oppoſed, and 


continued with a criminal paſſiveneſs to ſubmit | 


10 them. 


Hn began now to conſider the matter in a þ 
more important light. He thought, and juſtly 


thought, that it was his duty, as a good citizen, 


neither 


1 
neither to bear oppreſſions and exactions him- 
ſelf, nor, as far as he could prevent it, ſuffer 
them to reach others. In conſequence of this 
way of thinking, being part owner of ſome fiſh-. 
ing veſſels, as I have before related, he adviſed” 
his partners not to pay any more of thoſe unlaw- 
ful cuſtoms demanded. This coming to the 
knowledge of the City magiſtrates, increaſed their 
reſentment againſt him; and, in order to ac- 
compliſh their purpoſe of diſtreſſing him to the 
utmoſt, they advertiſed the market - tolls, cuſ- 
toms, &c, to be ſett: And ſome time afterwards, 
it was alledged, that a perſon of the ſecond, Fong 
in the kingdom (anſwering to bur Cork) had 
taken ſome grant or demiſe of them from the 
City, and that he gave a leaſe of them to another 
perſon. Under this ſanction the aſſignee came 
to Nichol As, and acquainted him that he muſt 
pay him rent and cuſtom for the future; but Ni- 
chol AS refuſing to do it, this righteous and po- 
litic perſon, imagining that the end would ſanc- 
tify the means, to induce a compliance, offered 
to admit him as a partner in the rents, tolls and 
cuſtoms. Go halves with me, my dear friend, 
« and well divide the ſpoil,” But NIcHOL ASG 
rejected with abhorrence ſo infamous a propo- 
ſal; declaring he would be a partner in Ini- 


quity with no one, and would ſcorn to be an 
| oppreſſar of the poor. 
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Ta 18 perſbn gave the moſt decided opinion 


againſt the elaims of the magiſtracy fot retits 


and cuſtoms; for had he been convinced they 
were juſt, would he have voluntarily offered t to 
was ed, part of his own income? _ 


* R 2 — 7 6 7411 


Tur en now 1 dormant tilt 12710. | 
whep N1ewOL As received a written notice from 


an Attorney, acquainting him, that 'unlefs' he 


would pay five ſhillings a week for his Raiding 
in the market, he muſt forthwith quit it, as it 
was the property of the eſſtgnee of the perſon to 
whom the eity had fett it. Some cars, that 
came to the market with fiſh, were about this 
time ſeized by the aſſignec for refuſing ic pay 
cuſtom, on entering the market gate, although 


they had paid the toll on entering the city; and 


about the ſame time, Nrexor As having refuſed 
to comply with the demand made on him for 
rent by the aſignee, he was ſummoned' to the 
city forum; but an Attorney having appeared 
in his behalf, and ſhewn the city docket, with 
the opinions of Counſel, and the diſmiſs of the 
Judge of the Areopagus, the ſummons was diſ- 
miſſed with coſts; ſeveral of the city magiſtrates 


magiſtrates little leſs wiſe chan our Aldermen Ke 
; WE wa 1 8 : | | | Cy 


A REA- 


1 

- A REASONABLE man would now naturally im- 
agine, that all poor NicuoLas's troubles and 
conteſtations were over, and that he might en- 
joy a little reſt and quietneſs. But no ſuch thing. 
He was doomed to eternal diſputes. At his 
birth the far of LiTiGaTION was predominant ; 
| his father dreamed of a Lawyer; and his mo- 
ther fancied ſhe would bring forth twins, a caſe 
for counſel, and an Attorney's brief —ln July, 
1779, the aſſignee deputed ſeveral perſons to ex- 
act the cuſtoms, and to diſtrain, if not paid them. 
Being demanded, and NIcHOol as perſiſting in 
hies refuſal to pay; the UToeian quilldriver 

an officer ſimilar to our City agent drew a 
warrant, empowering the aſſignee to diſtrain Ni- 
CHOLAS for rent, as well as others of his calling 
for cuſtoms; which warrant was ſigned and ſeal- 
ed by one of the city magiſtrates. This war- 
rant was a very extraordinary one; it empower- 
ing the aſſignee to levy and receive * the rents 
« and * of ALL the r in UTo- 


. pra; 


AsTONISHED at any Magiſtrate's aſſuming 
himſelf, and preſuming to convey to another 
ſuch high powers, NicnoLas requeſted his At- 
torney to go to the Magiſtrate's houſe, to know. 
if he avowed the warrant. He went according- 
5 ; and being admitted to his * the cu/-, 

C | tarde 


to 


2 


„„ 
tam eating gentleman declared as how the war- 
& rant was his own thay deed; whereof he 
„ would not withdraw 1t.”— This curious war- 


rant the holder of it had ſuffered Nic hO—I s to 


ſhew to his Attorney, to know its authenticity; 


and the Attorney had delivered it, with a caſe 


to counſel, for his opinion. In the mean while, 

the aſſignee ſent toN1caorLas for it, and becauſe 
he could not inſtantly produce it, examinations, 
however incredible it may ſeem, were ſworn 


againft him for witholding it; it being conſider- 
ed by the Tartle-eating Magiſtrates, as a moſt 
heinous crime, as an abſolute robbery, to de- 
tain ſo valuable a literary production. A ſecond 


_ warrant was, in conſequence, granted by the 
ſame all- potent magiſtrate who had granted the 


firft; and NicuoL as being arreſted, he was 
ſent to priſon among thieves and rogues. At 
the fame time a committal was lodged againſt 
him for an aſſault, and refuſal to pay tythe of 
the Fiſh-market. He was detained here till he 
gave bail. | 5 | 


Tur Hrn Ax rere f now ak 


| they had him in their power, and were deter- 
_ mined to give him no quarter. Vengeance was 


denounced againſt him, and every engine of 


Craft and tyranny, thoſe dogs of Hell! employ- 


ed to cruſh him. But all their machinations 
„ FN came 


L 9 J. 
came to nothing. The bill of indictment againſt 
him, by the advice of the City judge—a judge, 
whoſe off ce is nearly ſimilar to that of our RE. 
| ORDER was * BY the Theplng grand 
To: | | 


_ Hz was now obliged to get a replevin for the 
cars, which had been ſeized by. the aſſignee and 
his aſſiſtants, and a trial enſued in the Tribu- 
ritian Forum (or Sheriff's Court) where he ob- 
tained an award of thirty pounds damages and 
coſts againſt the aſſignee. But as he had all 
along defended and proſecuted the cauſe, not 
with a view to ſordid gain, but from the moſt 
diſintereſted and public- ſpirited motives, he de- 
clared he would accept no more than ten pounds. 
This ſum, however, he never received, as his 
b eee "ON 1 abſconded. 1 5 


n : 0 FI 
+ 


""Hrix the affair emen to reſt till the 6th of 
January, 1783. The Magiſtrates, who were ac- 
tuated with the moſt violent paſſion, at finding 
an obſcure citizen daring enough to impeach 
their ſovereigriauthority, and vindicate the rights 
of the people, determined now to change the 
mode of attack. They were mean enough to 
etmuire into the ſituation of Nrcuor as's affairs. 
By their emiſſaries and agents they ſought to 
diſorer if, in the courſe of his tranſactions, 
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which were pretty extenſive, he had contrated 


| debts to any conſiderable amoutit, or had iſſued 


notes of hand to perſons he might be unable to 


pay on demand. Theſe they determined to 


buy up, and put in force againſt him, that by 
their underhand dealings they might deſtroy 


| him whom they could not conquer by open 
force, But herein they. were greatly diſappoint- 


ed. NicnoLas had carried on buſineſs with 
ſuch punctuality as well as induſtry, that, ſo far 
from being in debt, PRoviDeENCE had bleſſed 


| his honeſt endeavours; and, like the Chamo- 


mile plant, he had flouriſhed by being trod 


STILL reſolved to ruin him, if poſſible, vin- 
dictive Magiſtracy bent its whole attention to ef- 
fect it. Deſpairing of being able to undermine 


_the citadel, it was determined that it ſhould be 
attacked by aſſault. The Magiſtrates now ſent 


one of their officers—an officer, in the nature of 
our clerk of the market—a man EAGER for miſ- 

chief, attended, with a poſſe of lictors, or low 
ſcoundrels, not unlike our common conſtables, 
into the market; who inſtantly began the work 
of depredation. They threw the fiſh-baſkets 
and boards belonging to the object of their ven- 
geance into the ſtreet, without any oppoſition; 


and as his ſervant was paſſing by, the fellow. 
| whe 


[- 22.3 
- who was ſo EAGER for miſchief, aſſaulted and 


moſt inhumanly beat him, without the fmall- 
eſt en 


: Tarr 1 may not aroſe the Fans of this 


hiſtoryi in another place, I ſhall here briefly give 


an account of the proceedings i in conſequence of 
this aſſault. | 


_ 


Tae ſervant lay for a long time dangerouſly 
ill, under the care of 2 phyſician and ſurgeon. 
Examinations, after a tedious and troubleſome 
- attendance on various of the city magiſtrates, ſe- 
veral of whom refuſed doing that duty they had 
SWORN to execute, were. at laſt taken, and 
made returnable to the next auguſt Tribu- 
_nal—reſembling our Commiſſion of Oyer and 
Terminer but one of the Magiſtrates, thought 
proper to alter the return to the Quarter - ſeſſions 
at the City Forum, where they had their own 


grand jury; by which manceuyre. the ends of 


juſtice were perverted, and the bills of ie 
ment thrown out. 


Many. further vexatious and troubleſome pro- 
_ ceedings enſued in this matter; which though 
they fully prove the unrelenting. vengeance. of 
the magiſtrates againſt NIchol As, and their fix- 


ed reſolution to ruin him, if they could; yet, 


ay 
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as foreign to our 1 and tireſome to our \ 
reader, we omit the account of. en 

Tus 1 . bog te 70 of . 
ary, the lawleſs and outrageous proceedings of 
the man EAGER for miſchief, were renewed. 
He came again with his ragged aſſociates; to 
whom he had joined a brother officer, a vile 
lictor, reſembling our high conſtable; and with 
oaths and menaces, ordered NIC HOl. As's man to 
bring his fiſh out of the market, which he re- 
fuſed doing, but, as was his duty, went to his 
maſter, to acquaint him with what was going 
forward. On his return, he found theſe deſpe- 
radoes had thrown the fiſh and boards into the 
ſtreet, and heard them declare they would ſet 
fire to them—whether to broil the fiſh for their 
dinner, or to deftroy them, let the public judge. 
Nicol As, in the mean time, coming home, 
and hearing of theſe violent and illegal tranſac- 
tions, went to a Utopian ſcribe—a perſon ſimi- 
lar to a Dublin Notary Public=to a him to 
attend and witneſs the proceedings. The ſcribe 
could, not conveniently attend himſelf, but ſent 
his clerk; and as NI HO as and he came to tlie 
market, the ſormer ordered his ſervant to bring 

back his fiſh/ into the market, Which had been 
thrown” into tlie ſtreet, and demanded the offi- 
cefs ad for what they had done; to which 


they 


1 


they aer that they acted by the directions 
of the Prætor, or Lord for a Tear. They then 


22h again forcibly ſeized the fiſh, which had been 


gathered up, and with reiterated wantonneſs, 
again threw them into the fireet, though they 
were warned of the illegality of their n wy 
the ſeribe's onda | 


A Few 4 after theſe riotous and lawleſs 
proceedings, ſtill farther to vex and harraſs the 
little Fiſhmonger, a fellow, employed by ſome 
underſtrappers of the Prætorian Body, or Cor- 
poration, came with a pavier, to mend a hole in 
the pavement near his ſtanding in the market ; 
and to find ſtones for it, he ordered him to break 
up the pavement directly oppoſite to Nicho- 
LAs's ſhop-door, on purpoſe to injure and diſ- 
treſs him. Whilſt this was doing, the fellow de- 
ſired him to take his fiſh out of the market; who 
in reply, told him to mind his own buſineſs, and 
then went to his breakfaſt, leaving his fiſh.in the 
care of his brother and ſervant boy: But before 
he had time to finiſh his breakfaſt, his boy came 
and informed him, that the fellows were going 

to throw his fiſh out of the market. On this in- 
formation, he went there; and ſeeing them tak- 
ing his fiſh away, demanded, ** By what autho- 

« rity they did thoſe things? They anſwered, 
<4 By order of the, Pratos and his officers.” He. 

ay K told 
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0d ent; 5 were 8 alegally, and dared 
= dem io produce the Prætor's authority in writ-⸗ 


5s ing; but this they only laughed at, and conti- 
nued their inhuman ſport of throwing the fiſh 


out "yr * market i into the ſtreet. 


„ arp to Ge himſelf thus treated, and 
his own and partners property deſtroyed, he 
took hold of ſeveral of theſe miſcreants ſucceſ- 

fively by the breaſt, and told them, that if there 
was law or juſtice in UToeia, he would make 
them repent their daring and lawleſs actions.— 
For this ſlight oppoſition to ruffians in office, to 
the deſtroyers of his commodities by the bold 
hands of violence, he was afterwards indicted ; 
many vexatious proceedings, attended with cir- 
cumſtances of unparalleled injuſtice, and its 
conſtant concomitant, heavy expence, were had 
againſt him; proceedings, which it were tedious 
do relate, and foreign to the main end of this nar- 
rative to inſert in it; the bills were found, ow - 
ing to dextrous management, againſt him: But, 
notwithſtanding this, on the day appointed for 
trial in the Court Imperial a Court, anſwer- 


ing to our King's Bench—conſcious of the lit- 


tle foundation they had, no one appeared againſt 
him. However, ſuch is the deficiency of the 
Utopian laws, he was obliged to pay above four 
2 coſts of court; excluſive of a fee to the 
lawyer 


| ! 
lawyer he employed on the occaſion; and with- 
out which fee, that makes, as LEWIS, the Cor- 
rector of the Preſs, expreſſes it, in his CAN DID 
PHILOSOPHER, DUMB MEN deal in ſpeaking 
tropes, and BLIND MEN ſee the goodneſs of a bad 
cauſe, it were in vain to expect an Utopian law 
orator would plead either for wrong or right, 
for juſtice or injuſtice, or ſtrive to bring honeſt _ 
men to the gallows, or ſave rogues from it. 
| Worps cannot expreſs the mingled emotions 
which ſeized the breaſts of the Pretor and his 
brethren of the Prætorian Body, at finding a re- 
ſiſtance to their high wills. They had been ac- 
cuſtomed to the moſt tame and abject ſubmiſſion 
paid to their dictates, whether legal or legal, 
- wiſe or otherwiſe. And now, to find themſelves 
oppoſed in their arbitrary decrees by a little 
Fiſbmonger ! by a man, forced to toil through life 
for a precarious ſubſiſtence for. himſelf and fa- 
mily! by a man, whom their very officers were 
taught to look on with ſcorn ! nay, by a man, 
who avôwed, who gloried in the integrity of his 
intentions, and declared, it was the PUBL 1c $00D, _ 
that was the main-ſpring of his conduct ſname, 
vexation,, rage, revenge, took poſſeſſion of their 
ſouls, and fired, their very brain! — They knew 
not what to do. They were plunged into a 
2 0 could not get out of. They were 
D W 
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ſtuck on the horns of a dilemma, that ſorely. 
pricked them ; unable to find a better ſituation, 
arid unreſolved to quit their preſent one. In 
the torture of their ſouls, they had nearly re- 
ſolved to deviate into right ; but Hell's whole con- 
clave forbade ſo raſb an a!—In a word, they 
groaned with anguiſh ; they curft with fury; 
they wept with rage; they laughed with mad- 

neſs !—At length, it was determined, that the 
Prætor himſelf ſhould come from behind the cur- 
tain, and appear on the ſtage in propria perſona. 


Ix purſuance of this reſolution, on the 15th of 
January, 1783, the Prætor, cloathed in the re- 
galia of authority, armed with the enſigus of 
power, attended by low conſtables, a high con- 
ſtable, and a-motley-medley crowd of followers, 
with pitchforks, ſpears, ſtaves, weapons of of- 
fence and defence, clubs to knock men down, 
and inſtruments to ſtick pigs, appeared in the 


Fiſp-Market !—At this auſpicious, this important 


moment, it is ſaid, that hogs grunted, and aſſes 
brayed, that cows calved, and goats confummat- 
ed their loves : But this I vouch not for fact, nor 
think it material to this genuine hiſtory.; —He 
then ordered his attendants, or followers, to ſeize 
poor Nicol 48's fiſh, and throw them out of the 
market; firſt, however, taking care to re- 
ſerve the choiceſt cod for his own. table; a 
| | e 


FP i 


L 47 


prudential conduct, an Utopian Pretor, or 
Lord for a year, would be aſhamel to be defi- 
cient in; moſt . tenaciouſly obſerving the good 
old maxim, of having wit in one's anger. But. 
thinking he had not yet done enough, and re- 
ſolving to diſplay the greatneſs of his might, he 
ordered alſo his followers to throw poor Nic 
Is along with his fiſh. Then, with a majeſ- 
tical march and haughty demeanour, unlike that 
of a thief in a WARREN (caught in the act of 
ſtealing rabbits) he departed from the Fiſh-Mar- 
ket, to perform another important act, — that of 
dining on the cod he had mane, | | 


Nicol as, after the departure of the City's 
Pretor and his attendants, being as humane and- 
conſiderate as bold and ſpirited, gathered up the 
fiſh that had been ſtrewed about the ſtreet; and, 
unwilling that the owners of them ſhould be at 
an entire loſs of their commodities, which had 
been captured with much trouble and hazard, 


made an auction, and ſold them at a very confi- y 
derable loſs to himſelf and partners. 


I HAVE thus ſelected, from an enormous 
maſs of matter, and an innumerable quantity of 
Es 2 . facts, 
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facts, the moſt ftriking particulars” of poor Ni- ; 

' cnoL.ap's ſtory. To mention the whole would 

be needleſs. They are all of the complexion | 
of thoſe I have related. They are a tiſſue of 
cruelty, tyranny and oppreſſion that are nearly 


incredible to us who live in Dublin. They ex- 
hibit a vindictive ſpirit, that would diſgrace the 


moſt ferocious clan of Indians, or horde of Tar- 


rars. They prove to what a high degree bar- 


g bariſm may be carried in a civilized country. 


They ſhew the dreadful eonſequences of arm- 
ing men with authority, who know not how to 
uſe it properly. They convey to us this uſeful . 
leſlon, that it is dangerous for private men, even 
in a good cauſe, to reſiſt the aer tene of 
all- Bafin power. ä 


— 


| 1 pn free men ſubmit to be made ſlaves 
of? Muſt they kneel and crouch at the feet of 
their haughty maſters? Muſt they ſubmit to 


_ whatever impaſitions they pleaſe to lay on them? 


No! human nature revolts at the thought. 
The voice of Gop, through the organs of man, 
* cries out aloud, © BAH .virTuous ; AND IN A 
*© GOOD CAUSE, BE BOLD!“ | 

| THAT good RY 1 b "A 1 before the 
world in as clear a manner as I am able. I have 
painted to them ſuffering vix rug under or- 
PRESSION. 


a . 
* * pk 


Xa; 


eaBSSION.. I have ſhewn them TYRANNY riding | 
over the bodies of fallen innocents, that ii vain 
implore pity; and beg to be tigated according tio 
law. — Law! What have tyrants, what have rob- . I. 
bers to do with law? Their will is the law; and | 1 

. their armed myrmidons are the enforcers of _ ; 
_ that law,—But I will declaim no more. I Will 
come now ſeriouſly to the point I aim at; and 1 | | 

| 


[ beg: the attention of my countrymen in gene- | 
ral to a I am going to . 
1 the e 1 "ORR laid open 3 
ed in Uroeta ; though it is in Uror IA, that a 
poor Fiſhmonger, in defence of his own and 
others rights, has entered into a conteſt with a 
great Corporation; yet Iriſhmen ſhould. not be 
unmoyed at it. They are all, as citizens of the 
univerſe, intereſted in it; It i is the characteriſ- 
tic, it is the glory of Iriſnmen, that they are as 
- generous rave. Let them then ſhew their 
ene and braver y, by taking poor Nicho- 
"OR" LAS'S, part; hy {<<onding., his uprigþt intenti- 
ons; and ſupporting him in his defence of 
' right againſt power. Let them not look on = | 
caſe, as the caſe of an individual, but as 
GREAT PUBLIC CAUSE, intereſting to the _— ; 
community. Let them unite in a ſubſcy 1ption , 
of ſuch ſums, as their reſpective abilltie can af- 
ford, to reimburſe him for his paſt, and ere 


his 


he „ 
- 
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his fines hank in defending. Himſelf and . 
the public againſt the oppreſions and impoſitions of 
TYRANNY. Let them remember, that indivi- 
duals, who boldly ſtand up for the rights of the 

| public, are entitled to the public ſupport. | Aided. 

by the generous and ſpirited Hibernians, he 
may cruſh that ' hydra, that would deyour the 
very entrails of mankind ; but without a public 

_ ſupport, he muſt give up the unequal conteſt. 
Subſcribe then liberally, my virtuous country- 
men, in his behalf; and be aſſured, that what- 

ever the ſums may amount to, they ſhall be de- 
poſited in the NaTionaL BANK, and faithfully . 
Ae * the 9 en the dang __— | 

Tux rod, formed 25 a ade of: twigs, may 
be broken with eaſe, if its component parts are 
divided, and ſeparately attacked ; but while 
thole component parts are in a they are 
irreſſtible. as WY 


by 
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